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PREFACE

In 2015, the United Nations adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, featuring 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as a 

universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure peace and prosperity for all. Achieving these ambitious goals requires the 

active participation of all sectors of society, including higher education institutions, which play a vital role in generating knowledge, fostering 

innovation, and shaping future leaders geared to face global challenges. The University of Mindanao, guided by its institutional tagline ñFirst in 

Leadership Education,ò embraces its responsibility to contribute meaningfully to this global agenda. As a committed academic institution, UM 

integrates sustainability principles across its teaching, research, and community engagement platforms. Leadership at UM is not confined to 

academic excellence; it extends to social innovation and transformative action that uplifts communities.

This report presents initiatives that solidify UMôs proactive contributions to the SDGs. These initiatives, developed through collaboration with 

stakeholders and local communities, reflect the universityôs dedication to inclusive development and responsible leadership. The projects span a 

diverse range of fields, from literacy programs in grassroots areas to sustainable agriculture to institution-wide innovations in renewable energy, 

economic development, and governance. By documenting these best practices, UM not only reaffirms its position as a leader in higher education 

but also offers replicable models that can inspire other institutions and sectors. In doing so, the university reinforces the role of academic 

institutions as agents of sustainable change, locally, nationally, and globally.



SUSTAINABILITY PLEDGE

At the University of Mindanao, sustainability is more than a visionðit is part of how we educate, innovate, and serve. As the 
largest private, non-sectarian university in Mindanao, UM is committed to creating sustainable impact through quality, affordable, 
and accessible education for all. We pledge to build a university that integrates sustainability into instruction, research, extension, 
production, and campus operations. 

Guided by excellence, innovation, integrity, and teamwork, we continuously strengthen programs and practices that promote 
environmental stewardship, climate resilience, responsible resource management, biodiversity conservation, and community 
empowerment. UM remains committed to developing research-driven, community-centered solutions that address the needs of 
Mindanao and the global community.

Through strong partnerships, sustainable campus initiatives, and transformative learning experiences, we aim to produce future-
ready graduates who will  lead positive change with competence, compassion, and responsibility. As one UM community, we 
move forward with a shared commitment to create greener campuses, resilient communities, and lasting sustainable impact for 
present and future generations.

Rooted in Mindanao, Driven by Sustainability



As President of the University of Mindanao, I reaffirm our steadfast commitment to advancing the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in alignment with the University's vision of becoming a leading 
globally engaged university creating sustainable impact in society and its mission of providing a dynamic 
learning environment through the highest standards of instruction, research, extension, and production 
while democratizing access to quality education.
 
Guided by our core values of Excellence, Honesty and Integrity, Innovation, and Teamwork, the University 
of Mindanao will  continue to integrate sustainability into its academic programs, research initiatives, 
community engagement activities, and campus operations. We are committed to developing graduates 
who are environmentally responsible, socially responsive, and globally competent, capable of addressing 
the complex challenges facing our communities and the world. 

Through collaborative partnerships, transformative education, and evidence-based solutions, we will  
strengthen our contributions to environmental protection, climate action, sustainable resource management, 
social inclusion, and community development. By fostering a culture of sustainability and innovation, the 
University of Mindanao remains dedicated to creating lasting and meaningful impacts that support the 
achievement of the SDGs and improve the quality of life for present and future generations. 

COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

DR. GUILLERMO P. TORRES, JR.

UM, President 



The University of Mindanao is committed to fostering a community that ensures everyone can access education 

regardless of financial circumstances. As part of its mission to eradicate poverty, UM continually implements inclusive 

programs that empower underprivileged students through quality education. One of the university's strongest initiatives 

is its extensive scholarship offerings, which provide financial assistance to deserving students from low-income families.

ÅUniversity of Mindanaoôs Anti-Poverty Programs

ÅUMôs Student Support Services 

ÅCommunity Anti-Poverty Programs

1NO POVERTY



Unshackle: Breaking The Chains of Poverty Through 
Any Means Necessary

Poverty is a globally recognized issue, yet not enough effort has been made 

to completely eradicate it. It remains the root cause of other widely 

acknowledged problems, such as global hunger, inadequate healthcare 

access, quality education deficits, limited clean water, and poor sanitation, 

among others.

With its open admission policy and a remarkable history of achievements, 

the University of Mindanao attracts thousands of students from diverse 

socioeconomic backgrounds and cultural groups each enrollment period. 

For the first semester of the academic year 2024-2025, 30,602 students 

were registered. Of these, 11% are members of various indigenous tribes, 

while 5% come from impoverished backgrounds.

Financial Aids

To reduce the financial burden many students may encounter, UM offers a 

variety of scholarship programs. These are not only for students who excel 

academically or in non-academic fields but also for financially 

disadvantaged students who deserve support. Scholarships such as the 

Student Training Assistance Program (STAP) and the Indigent Assistance 

Program provide essential opportunities for students within the 16% of 

enrolled students who come from low-income backgrounds.

As stated in the student handbookôs Section 5.2, the University of 

Mindanao ensures the upholding of studentsô rights to an affordable 

education. 

To help bridge the gap between students from low-income families and 

their access to basic necessities, the University of Mindanao (UM) 

recognizes its significant responsibility as a committed and active 

participant in pursuing the United Nationsô Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 1: No Poverty.

University Anti -Poverty Programs

The universityôs open admission policy facilitates access for students from 

diverse financial, social, and cultural backgrounds. Through the financial 

aid provided, students from low-income groups can more readily complete 

their college programs and graduate.

UM deeply values its students' health and well-being. According to Section 

5.6.1 of the student handbook, the university provides adequate healthcare 

facilities, giving students easy access to free medical, dental, and 

counseling services. Additionally, a campus service vehicle offers free 

transportation within the campus premises.



The University of Mindanao Professional Schools (UMPS) has introduced 

the STA-CARE Program (UMPS-SCP) to support financially challenged 

but academically deserving students pursuing tertiary education.

The program was developed in response to the increasing number of 

students struggling with daily expenses such as transportation, lodging, 

books, and other school-related costs, despite the existing Student Training 

Assistance Program (STAP). Through the principles of Compassion, 

Action, Response, and Empathy (CARE), UMPS coordinators, faculty, 

and staff aim to provide financial and moral assistance to help students 

continue and complete their studies.

Beyond easing financial burdens, the program promotes a culture of social 

responsibility and bayanihan within the UM community. It also reinforces 

UMPSôs commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals, particularly SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) by addressing studentsô basic 

needs, SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) by reducing financial stress 

that affects mental and physical health, and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) 

by ensuring equal access to education for all.

Beyond easing financial burdens, the program promotes a culture of social 

responsibility and bayanihan within the UM community. It also reinforces 

UMPSôs commitment to the United Nations Sustainable Development 

Goals, particularly SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) by addressing studentsô basic 

needs, SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-being) by reducing financial stress 

that affects mental and physical health, and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) 

by ensuring equal access to education for all.

UMPS Introduces STA-CARE Program to Aid Financially 
Challenged Students



1,730
students were granted Internal Scholarships by the 

University of Mindanao for the First Semester of 

Academic Year 2024ï2025. 

1,492 397
students were provided with Internal Scholarships by the 

University of Mindanao for the Second Semester of 

Academic Year 2024ï2025. 

students were granted Internal Scholarships by the 

University of Mindanao for the Summer of the 

Academic Year 2024ï2025. 

University of Mindanao Internal Scholarship Programs 



2,611 927 58
students were granted External Scholarships by the 

University of Mindanao for the First Semester of the 

Academic Year 2024ï2025. 

students were granted External Scholarships by the 

University of Mindanao for the Second Semester of the 

Academic Year 2024ï2025. 

students were granted External Scholarships by the 

University of Mindanao for the Summer  of the 

Academic Year 2024ï2025. 

University of Mindanao External Scholarship Programs 



To sustain and scale the initiative, the project also partnered with Sabon 

Depo Panabo Branch to provide specialized training in bottling and 

packaging, further enhancing the womenôs technical capabilities and 

market readiness. The creation of shared production and mentoring spaces 

has strengthened community support networks and fostered long-term 

economic collaboration among participants.

EmpowerHER 2.0: Angat Pangkabuhayan has transformed the lives of 50 

low-income women from Joesil Village 3, Barangay Cagangohan, Panabo 

City by providing practical, sustainable livelihood training and support for 

microenterprise development. The initiative empowers women to take 

charge of their economic futures, promoting financial independence and 

building inclusive local economies where women lead and thrive.

This low-cost, home-based enterprise became a replicable model, helping 

women generate income directly from their homes or shared community 

spaces.Through EmpowerHER 2.0, beneficiaries have diversified into 

other microenterprises, such as small-scale retail, leading to improved 

household income, food security, and financial resilience. The projectôs 

impact extends beyond economicsðit boosts self-esteem, decision-

making power, and the social standing of women within their families and 

communities.

The program stands as a model of grassroots-driven development, proving 

that sustainable change begins with investing in those most often left 

behind. By putting women at the center of economic transformation, 

EmpowerHER 2.0 builds stronger families, more resilient communities, 

and a more inclusive society.

EmpowerHER 2.0 is more than just a livelihood programðit is a catalyst 

for inclusive development, community resilience, and gender equity. By 

equipping women with the tools to succeed economically, it fosters a cycle 

of empowerment that uplifts families and communities. As it continues to 

grow, the project demonstrates the vital role that educational institutions and 

community partnerships play in advancing the Sustainable Development 

Goalsðproving that when women rise, society rises with them.

Focused on peri-urban coastal communities, the project combines hands-

on training, access to seed capital, enterprise hubs, and mentorship. Its 

flagship livelihood initiativeðdishwashing liquid productionðequipped 

participants with technical skills in production, basic costing, packaging, 

and marketing. 

EmpowerHER 2.0: Angat Pangkabuhayan - A Best Practice 
for Building Women's Capacity Community Anti-Poverty Programs



The University of Mindanao (UM), through the College of Arts and 

Sciences Education (CASE), conducted a meaningful community outreach 

program centered on soap and candle making. This initiative is reflected 

particularly in promoting self-sufficiency and economic resilience among 

marginalized communities. With faculty and students working hand-in-

hand, the program aimed to equip participants with practical skills that can 

open up new income-generating opportunities.

By teaching the fundamentals of soap and candle makingðskills that 

require minimal startup capitalðthe program emphasized sustainability 

and inclusivity. It also fostered community engagement and encouraged 

lifelong learning

The universityôs proactive engagement in community development 

demonstrates how higher education institutions can be powerful agents of 

change. Through initiatives like this, the university empowers individuals 

to improve their living conditions while promoting entrepreneurship and 

self-reliance. As the SDG framework calls for partnerships and localized 

solutions, programs such as this are crucial in building stronger, more 

resilient communities from the grassroots level.

37
participants actively engaged and took part in the 

community program, fostering a spirit of involvement 

and cooperation

UM Conducts Skills Training for Community Livelihood 
Community Anti -Poverty Programs



The University of Mindanao promotes accessible and affordable food options across its campuses. By providing 

reasonably priced meals and beverages through on-campus food stalls and cafeterias, UM helps ease the financial 

burden on students and staff, particularly those from low-income backgrounds. These efforts reflect the universityôs 

commitment to creating a learning environment where no member of its community is held back by hunger.

ÅSustainable and Affordable Food Choices on Campus

ÅHealthy Food Choices on Campus

ÅUMôs Sustainable Market Project

ÅBringing Innovation to Local Farmers

2 ZERO HUNGER



Affordable and Sustainable Food Choices Program at the 
University of Mindanao Canteen

With meals priced reasonably, the UM Canteen makes it possible for 

students from diverse financial backgrounds to enjoy balanced and satisfying 

food without straining their budget. Beyond affordability, the canteen also 

emphasizes the importance of nutritious meal choices, recognizing that 

proper nourishment plays a vital role in sustaining academic performance 

and overall wellness.

This initiative reflects the universityôs dedication to creating a supportive 

campus environment where students can thrive both academically and 

personally. By offering affordable and healthy food alternatives, UM 

continues to align its efforts with the Sustainable Development Goals SDG 

2: Zero Hunger, underscoring its belief that no student should have to choose 

between education and proper nutrition.

Beyond providing nourishment, the UM Canteen also serves as a space for 

fostering community and inclusivity. By ensuring that healthy meals are 

accessible to all, the university not only addresses immediate nutritional 

needs but also instills lifelong values of wellness, balance, and social 

responsibility. In this way, the university continues to strengthen its 

commitment to student welfare while contributing to a more resilient and 

health-conscious society.



The Center for Health Services and UM Food Services, Inc. have 

joined forces to bring the University of Mindanao community a series 

of insightful and informative Food FAQs inspired by the UM 

Canteenôs daily menu. This collaboration is designed to provide both 

students and employees with valuable knowledge about the nutritional 

value, health benefits, and variety of meals served on campus.

By combining expertise in health and food service, this initiative 

ensures that the UM community is not only offered affordable and 

delicious meals but is also empowered to make informed choices that 

support wellness and healthy living. 

Affordable and Sustainable Food Choices Program at the 
University of Mindanao Canteen



UM Hunger-Free Campus Program: Building a Healthier Future

Here at the University of Mindanao, every plate served matters. While 

conversations around this goal often focus on large-scale food security 

challenges, it is essential to recognize the powerful impact of localized efforts 

to promote healthy, sustainable food systems. One such initiativeð

introducing new healthy options in cafeteriasðis proving to be more than a 

menu change. It's a meaningful step toward combating hidden hunger, 

improving well-being, and supporting sustainable food choices.

The impact of this shift goes beyond nutrition. The University of Mindanao 

is using its platform as a leading academic institution to raise awareness 

about food security, educate students on mindful eating, and encourage 

behavior that supports broader SDG goals. Information boards in dining 

areas now explain the benefits of certain ingredients, the environmental cost 

of food waste, and how students can contribute to more ethical food 

systemsðeven with small, daily choices.

This initiative reflects the university's growing commitment to nutrition, 

accessibility, and environmental responsibility. Cafeteria menus are now 

featuring more plant-based options, seasonal fruits, locally sourced 

vegetables, and balanced meals designed to meet dietary needs without 

sacrificing taste or affordability. These choices support not only the physical 

health of students and staff but also the long-term sustainability of the local 

food ecosystem.



University of Mindanao Farm-to-Market Passage Project-Cycle 2

This initiative strengthens the universityôs partnership with local 

communities while providing faculty and staff access to affordable, 

organically grown produce. Beyond economic support, the project fosters 

cultural appreciation and empowerment among indigenous groups, 

especially the Bagobo Tagabawa farmers.

Among the offices who supported the 1st tranche of FM Pass were the 

Quality Management Office (QMO), Records and Admission Center 

(RAC), College of Arts and Sciences Education (CASE), College of 

Criminal Justice Education (CCJE), College of Accounting Education 

(CAE), College of Teacher Education (CTE), College of Computing 

Education (CCE), College of Architecture and Fine Arts (CAFAE), College 

of Business Administration (CBAE), Human Resource Management and 

Development (HRMD), Office of Students Affairs (OSA), Academic 

Affairs Office (AAO), Treasury Department and the Physical Plant 

Management and General Services (PPMGS)

The University of Mindanao Main Campus - Community Extension 

Center officially launched the 2nd Cycle of the Farm-to-Market Passage 

Project (FM Pass) on June 10, 2024, continuing its commitment to support 

80 indigenous people farmers and promote sustainable engagement. Fresh 

farm products from the Bagobo Tagabawa Tribal Community were 

brought and made available for purchase across the different university 

offices. 



The FM Pass Project strongly aligns with several key United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), reinforcing its broader 

impact beyond local economic and social benefits. At its core, the 

project advances SDG 1 No Poverty ï by providing Indigenous 

farmers with stable income opportunities and reducing reliance on 

exploitative lending systems; SDG 2 Zero Hunger ï through 

improved access to markets and the promotion of sustainable 

agricultural practices; SDG 3 Good Health and Well-being ï by 

ensuring access to fresh, nutritious, and locally grown produce for 

both farmers and the UM community; SDG 8 Decent Work and 

Economic Growth ï by fostering inclusive rural development and 

supporting dignified livelihoods in agriculture; and SDG 17 

Partnerships for the Goals ï by exemplifying effective collaboration 

between academic institutions and Indigenous communities toward 

sustainable development.

University of Mindanao Farm-to-Market Passage Project-Cycle 2



Empowering Adlai Farmers through Innovation: UM RPC
and CEE bring Technology to Kinabuhi Farms

The Research and Publication Center (RPC) hosted a transformative 

event at Kinabuhi Organic Farms & Agriventures, Inc. (KOFAI), 

introducing groundbreaking Adlai technologies to local farmers. This 

program, titled "    

," focused on deploying, demonstrating, and training 

participants on advanced milling and threshing solutions to enhance 

efficiency and reduce post-harvest losses.

The initiative, aimed to bolster sustainable agricultural practices while 

improving food security and reducing waste. Farmers and 

stakeholders participated in hands-on training sessions, gaining 

practical skills to optimize the use of these innovative technologies. 

RPC intends to expand this initiative, continuing its mission to 

empower rural communities through innovation and sustainable 

solutions, especially towards Adlai production.

Though still in the prototype stage, these technologies are 

already making a significant impact. They hold immense 

promise for advancing sustainable Adlai production in Davao 

City and the whole Davao Region, offering a pathway to 

improved food security and economic resilience.



Promoting Food Security: Adlai Rice Farming 
Orientation for Local Farmers

UMôs Community Extension Center spearheaded a 

benchmarking activity for the Bagobo Tagabawa farmers of 

Catigan at Kinabuhi Organic Farms and Agriventures, Inc. 

(KOFAI) in Brgy. Malagos. The initiative aimed to introduce the 

farmers to Adlai rice farming while promoting sustainable and 

eco-friendly agricultural practices.

Through this exposure, the farmers gained valuable insights into 

innovative farming methods that can diversify their livelihood, 

strengthen food security, and reduce reliance on traditional crops. 

More importantly, the activity reinforced UMôs continuing 

commitment to empowering indigenous communities by 

equipping them with knowledge and skills that foster both 

economic resilience and environmental stewardship.



Launched on September 17, 2025, the program supports the United Nations' Sustainable 

Development Goal #2: Zero Hunger by providing students with proper nourishment for their studies.

Busog Lusog-Cycle 1 & 2

Highlighting the importance of health to the students, the University of Mindanao Alumni 

Affairs Association, Inc. spearheaded the 2nd Busog Lusog: UM Student Feeding Program on 

September 26, 2025, a collaborative initiative with the Council of College Student Government 

(CCSG) and partner institutions, including the University of Mindanao Alumni Affairs Office, 

Community Extension Office, and the UM Reserve Officers' Training Corps (ROTC) Unit. 


